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o1

Scrmon Transcript

Amen. Well, today | want to ask, or answer, this question: what do you do when you've done everything you can do and
nothing has changed? What do you do when you've done everything you can do and nothing has changed? So join me
in your Bibles in Matthew chapter 21. And while you turn there, | do want to make a small distinction in what I’'m going to
preach this morning. I'm preaching a message on what you do when you've done everything you can do and nothing’s
changing. What I'm not preaching is what to do when you've done nothing that was in your capability to do and you

gripe and complain that nothing has changed.

| can’t help you with that. That is beyond the power of this pulpit. If the amount of time — man, | came out the gate
here, my bad. The amount of times that | have people come up to me and complain about things that | know beyond
the shadow of a doubt they’re not participating in the process. Don’t come talk to me about having money problems if
you won't go get a job. I'm not the preacher, because I'm not going to pray for you. ’'m going to look you in the face and
say that, because that’s the answer you need to hear. That’s not what I'm talking about. I'm not talking about how to
have a better marriage, or what do you do, how do you have a better marriage when you haven’t participated in having
a better marriage.

Some of y'all want better marriages, but you go home and you create a hostile environment. That’s why you've got the
marriage you've got. Don’t create a hostile environment and you won’t have a hostile environment. Amen? So today I'm
talking about what do you do when you've done everything you can and nothing is changing. Today’s message is called
“Hosanna in the Highest.” Matthew chapter 21, verse 1 says, “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village in front of you,

and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.

MATTHEW 21:1-11 ESV

"Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 2 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs
them, and he will send them at once.” # This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, © “Say to
the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
beast of burden.” © The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. ” They brought the donkey and the colt
and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. ® Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. © And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” '® And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”

™ And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, “The Lord needs them.”” Let me just
pause right there and remind you Easter Sunday is coming up next week, and | think it’s interesting. Another version of
the Bible says that the Lord told them to say, “The Lord has need of you,” or “The Lord has need of it.” And | just want to
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say to you this morning, as we go into next week, if you're not serving in any ministry at the church — hey, listen, the
Lord has need of you as we go into next week. Test drive. Smiling and shaking hands. In fact, you don’t even have to join
the team to turn around to six people near you and say, “Good morning, it'’s good to see you.

Is this your first time? Oh, it’s not your first time? My bad.” Because y’all know we’'d be making those mistakes too. “No,
I've been coming here for two years.” “'m sorry | said anything.” So the Lord has need of you. Okay, “and he’ll send
them at once.” Verse 4: “This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, ‘Say to the daughter of Zion,
“Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”” Verse
6: “The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their

cloaks, and he sat on them.

Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road.” Those were palm branches — that’s why we call it Palm Sunday. “And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna
in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, ‘Who is this?” And the crowd said,

12

‘This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” Again, my message title today is “Hosanna in the Highest.”

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna is a word we kind of toss around and nobody’s real sure what to do with it. In fact, |
remember Ashleigh’s pastor — she went and asked him one time. She said, “What does Hosanna mean?” He just goes,
“It’s just another name for Jesus.” That ain’t true and that ain’t right. “It’s just another name for Jesus.” So we just toss
this phrase around not knowing what it is. But Hosanna is a word, it’s a phrase that means “God save me.” God save me.
God save us. God save us. This is a plea for God’s mercy, and it helps to understand a little bit of what was going on at
the time that the Jews were screaming out as Jesus rode in on a donkey, “Hosanna to the Son of David!

Hosanna in the highest!” God save us. God, do something in our situation. And at the time, the Jews — just to give you a
little context — they had been living under almost a hundred years of Roman occupation. They had become virtually
second-class citizens in their own geographical location. They were a big deal only in the circles where they were a big
deal. But when they got into the greater context of the world, they were nobody. Maybe you feel that a little bit today.
Maybe when you get around your friends, you're somebody, but if you get in the wrong circle, you ain't nobody.

I know | feel that sometimes. And so they feel this, they feel like they don’t have any representation or any value in the
culture. They’re also facing very critical economic circumstances, in that they’re being taxed by Rome, but they’re also
being taxed in the temple. Now, they expected the tax in the temple. That was something that had been employed by
the law of Moses. It's something they had been doing forever at this point. It wasn’t something that they had not
expected. But when — | think it was Pontius Pilate —had come in to govern in Jerusalem, he had actually come in and
brought in most of the Roman economic system into Jerusalem.

They had been operating kind of in their own Jewish fashion, but now he’s bringing in this Roman economic system,
which basically meant that Caesar’s face was on the coins. And now there was a real question of, is bringing Caesar’s
face on a coin into the temple, is that idolatry? A fair question. Is it idolatry? And so what had happened to avoid doing
that — by the way, | think it was Pontius Pilate who had gone in and stepped foot into the temple. | think they call it
Pontius Pilate’s boot. | might be off on these details. They’re in there somewhere. Amen.

But it’s Pontius Pilate’s boot. He had gone in and he had stepped into the temple, desecrating the temple. And so there
was a real tension there. And what happened as part of all of those tensions, the Jewish leaders, the leaders in the

temple, were exchanging currencies. So when you read about Jesus turning over the table of the money changers, this
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isn’t people selling bracelets in the church foyer. This is an actual economic thing where people would bring in their
Roman coins and then they would have them exchanged for coins that were acceptable to use in the temple, to putin
the temple treasury.

MATTHEW 21:12-13 ESV

2 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables
of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. > He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall
be called a house of prayer, but you make it a den of robbers.”

First of all, this is just a burden. It’s just a general burden. That is an annoyance at the least. It's an annoyance. But it gave
an opportunity for people to take advantage of those who were doing their best to serve the Lord. So people were
coming in trying to give to the temple. They were trying to give their tithe. They were trying to give their offerings. And
there was a middleman who had gotten in there who was putting an exchange rate on it — kind of like Bible bucks to

kids’ coins, now that | think of it. | don’t know why. | had to be careful with that.

Amen. We're going to have money changers upstairs. Hallelujah. But they were taxing them additional. There were
additional fees. There was additional payment. So it was costing more and more and more. And | don’t care how
spiritual you are. At the end of the day, when it keeps hitting here, you feel it. People in Alabama — and I really don’t
know anything about it, 'm out of the loop a little bit — people in Alabama are freaking out on Alabama Power all the
time because we don’t know what they’re charging us for. Imagine that kind of exchange happening in the church foyer.

And you may think of it as optional. This wasn’t an optional thing for them. We treat the tithe flippantly. This was a part
of the deep Jewish culture. So they're facing that. They’re also under a very cruel Roman governor. They’re under a
Roman governor who is a Pontius Pilate. He led for about 10 years. But | mean, this is a man who made their life
miserable. It was a dangerous time for the Jews. He was in there killing people, persecuting people. It was a tense time
in the government. They also felt like they had been betrayed by their religious leaders, because the same men who
were letting the money changers in the temple — one of the reasons they were doing this is because they had made
agreements with the government that they would be able to keep their wealth and they would get some benefits if
they just kept everybody happy, kept everybody going with the flow. “Let us get in here and take over the

governmental system.

But y’all keep the peace as religious leaders, and we'll give you a little breaky-break on everything that you've got to
pay.” And so they feel betrayed by their preachers. And then on top of that — how many of you know Jesus is the
Messiah? Okay. Amen. Good. You're in the right place this morning. That’s church 101. Jesus is the Messiah. But here’s
the thing. Jesus was not the first person that the Jews thought was the Messiah. There had been a handful of people
who had risen up who they thought would be the Messiah. And generally the Jewish people had been disappointed.

They'd been let down. They thought they were on the verge of breakthrough. Am | speaking anybody’s language here
now? They thought they were on the verge of breakthrough and it just didn’t happen. This is kind of the situation
they’re in. By the way, they’d been looking for about 200 years intently. The nice thing about when you're looking for
God to do something is you'll find his handiwork, because guess what they got? They got Jesus. There was a lot of
disappointment on the way to Jesus Christ. All that to say, they’re under this heaping load of burden.

It brings — when Jesus says “My yoke is easy and my burden is light” — kind of to a new level when you know what all is
going on.
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MATTHEW 11:30 ESV

39 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

And so they get to this moment, this Palm Sunday moment. They're heading into Passover. It’s in Jerusalem. Jerusalem
normally, | think, had about 50,000 people in it, but because of the religious holiday there’s somewhere between 100,

200,300,000 Jews that have descended upon Jerusalem, and it’s time to celebrate Passover. And Passover is the time
when they celebrate when God delivered the people from Egypt and brought them through the Red Sea and delivered

them from captivity and slavery.

EXODUS 14:21-31 ESV

21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Loro drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 2 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea
on dry ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 22 The Egyptians pursued and
went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 2% And in the
morning watch the Lorp in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the
Egyptian forces into a panic, 2° clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let
us flee from before Israel, for the Loro fights for them against the Egyptians.” 2° Then the Lorp said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and
upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course
when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the Lorp threw the Egyptians into the midst of the
sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen:; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 2° But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through
the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. *° Thus the Loro saved Israel that day
from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 3" Israel saw the great power
that the Lorp used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lorp, and they believed in the Lorp and in his

servant Moses.

So you've got 200,000 Jewish people who are celebrating freedom from a tyrannical leader and a system of
oppression, in Jerusalem, where they’re facing a tyrannical leader, lots of oppression. And right there in Jerusalem is a
powder keg cooking. If you ever wondered why they went from “Hosanna” to “crucify him” in one week, it's because
when tensions get hot, people make bad decisions. | don’t know where all this is coming from. | like this message.
Amen. It's feeling good. So as Jesus comes into town, people have been hearing — because notice, some of these

people didn’t know.

That’s why they say, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth.” That's the best they knew how to identify him. People
are going, “Who’s this guy that everybody’s throwing palm branches at?” And he’s coming into town and they’re crying
out, “God save us,” because they're in a situation that is beyond their control. Have you ever found yourselfin a
situation like that? You've done everything that you can do. You've gone with the process. You've gone with the plan.
You've cooperated. You've been kind. You've been nice. You've given and you've given and you've given and you've

given, and nothing is changing.

Anybody ever been there? Anybody? | know I've been there. Well, when you get to that point, that’s when you look to
heaven and you don't just say “Hosanna.” This isn't just a “God, thank you for the day, and be with us, and put a hedge
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of protection.” This is when you look to heaven and you say, “God, | need you to show up in a way that is transformative
in my life. | need you to do something that | ain’t ever heard about or seen you do before.” It's when you don’t just cry
out, “God save me,” but “God save me in the highest fashion.” And so today what | want to talk to you about — because

I'm very, and | recognize this about myself —

I'm very, “Hey, let me put some tools in your hand” when | preach, and | give you some stuff you can go do today. I'm
not talking about what you go do today. | want to preach about what God does. Somebody give the Lord a praise right
there. Amen. So | want to talk to you about some ways that the Lord saves us today. So number one, you can write this
down: he’s a refuge. He’s a refuge. Unless you're my autocorrect on my iPad, then he’s a refugee. But he’s a — thank God
I know the message. Amen. He’s a refuge. He’s a refuge. Psalm 46, verse 1says, “God is our refuge and strength, a very

present help in time of trouble.”

PSALM 46:1 ESV

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. " God is our refuge and strength, a very

present help in trouble.

He’s a very present help. He's our refuge. He’s our strength. You know, | like the way — and | said this earlier this morning
— that Proverbs 18 says, | like this, it says, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower. The righteous man runsinto itand is
safe.” | learned thatin an early season.

PROVERBS 18:10 ESV

© The name of the Loro is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.

See, | miss when we used to sing scripture songs in churches. For those of y’all who just got saved in the last few years,
let you know, there was a time when most of our songs, we were just singing stuff that’s in the Bible. We'd just grab a line
or two out of the Bible.

We would sing this stuff. You didn’t know. We'd get the word in on you in secret. Amen. We'd sneak the word in into your
life. We'd help you memorize verses. You wouldn’t even know they're verses. People think they’re songs. No, honey,
that’s the Proverbs. Amen. And we used to sing this little song that says, [worship] And | got saved and | started going to

church and | was hearing that when | was a kid: [worship]

| mean, talking about just some good old church songs. Amen. And the name of the Lord is a strong tower. That’s why
we sang that this morning. Those names of God — you need to know some of the names of the Lord. You need to know
some of these attributes of the Lord, because sometimes you've got to run into a different door of the strong tower.
Amen. Sometimes you've got to run through the healer door, and sometimes you'’ve got to run through the Jehovah
Jireh door, my provider. And sometimes you've got to go through the Jehovah Nissi door and go, “God, | can't — | don’t
know, my daughter’s dating this little boy.

| can’t stand him, and | need you to just, you know, kill him.” | don’t know. | don’t know. It takes what it takes. Amen. 'm
not here to tell the Lord how to do his job, but | make suggestions. Hallelujah. And so you need to know some of those

names.
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GENESIS 22:14 ESV

@ So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lorp will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the
Loro it shall be provided.”

EXODUS 17:15 ESV

> And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Loro Is My Banner,

But the name of the Lord is a strong tower. He’s a refuge. He’s a very present help in a time of need. You know, there’s
going to be seasons of your life that you serve the Lord and you're going to call on the Lord to make changes to things
in your world, and you might not see any obvious change. Bare minimum, you've got the period of time between calling
on the Lord and the thing actually just working.

Even if God answered your prayer today — if you had a loved one in the hospital who was dying and you said, “God, |
need you to heal him,” and God did — you still wouldn’t know about it until you got out of here, because you got your
phone off. Amen. He said, “Preacher, your phone’s going off in church.” That’s none of your business. Okay? That’s what
| want to tell you right now. You need to stick with your business. Amen. But so there’s still a period of time, even
between knowing — there’s going to be a minute, there’s going to be some period of time where you call on the Lord
and you wait. When Jesus tells the man whose daughter is sick, “Hey, go home.

She’s healed,” he's still got to walk to the house before he knows. Healed that very hour. Still got to walk to the house.

JOHN 4:46-53 ESV

46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an
official whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and
asked him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. *© So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see
signs and wonders you will not believe.” #° The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” °° Jesus
said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. ' As
he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. ®= So he asked them the hour
when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 52 The father
knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his
household.

You're still operating in the “| don’t know” of the situation. So, and then there are other situations where you may call on
the Lord and call on the Lord and call on the Lord and nothing changed. We don’t talk about this in the Pentecostal
church enough. We talk a lot about “now” and “it’s your season” and so a $10,000 seed. And | like that. Somebody bring

me a bucket. Amen. Now we talk a lot about that stuff and — that’s great. And | believe there’s something about having
a now faith.

I'm just believing God’s going to do it, and he’s going to do it now. | don’t want to be resigned to, “Hey, whatever
happens happens.” We don’t serve a Que Sera, Sera God. We don’t serve a “whatever will be, will be” God. We serve a
God of the breakthrough. Baal Perazim is what his name is, and he’s the God of the breakthrough.
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2 SAMUEL 5:20 ESV

2© And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, “The Lorp has broken through
my enemies before me like a breaking flood.” Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.

But nevertheless, there will be moments when you walk through things and you're just not sure what’s happening. The
Bible says in Romans chapter 8 that he causes all things to work together for the good of those who believe. It doesn'’t
mean everything works good.

ROMANS 8:28 ESV

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according

to his purpose.

Sometimes you've got to have some things happening, and you may be agonizing — and here’s a word maybe for
someone today. You may be agonizing over what’s going on with your adult children right now, or maybe your
teenagers, and you're agonizing because God’s not just changing it. Well, if God just changes it, that makes it better for
you. Sometimes your kids need to go through something so they can experience the goodness of God in a way that
they actually have a testimony and a juxtaposition to how it could be versus how it is. Sometimes you need to know
what you came from.

| know some of y’all go, “Man, | just, you know, we didn’t raise up, we aren’t in the environment that we were raised in.
We don’t know why our kids are acting this way,” and this side or the other. Jocelyn just went to New York. I'm going to
brag a little bit here, tell y’all how great we are. Amen. But Jocelyn just went to New York and she came home. She said,
“I love y'all.” She told her mother twice since she got home. Twice. You know, when the teenagers be saying it twice or
so. She goes, “I'm so grateful for y’all.” Why? Because | was around some of the other kids’ parents and they’re horrible.

But she don’t know.

She thinks we riding her about stuff all the time. She ain’t got no juxtaposition. Sometimes your kids need to go through
something so they know it ain’t all sunshine and rainbows. So while you may be crying out and going, “God, where are
you?” he’s saying, “Hey, I’'m working something out for the good of those who believe.” But I've got good news for you: if
you call on the name of the Lord, he is working on your behalf. Somebody give the Lord a praise. Hallelujah. But | know

when | got saved — I've talked a little bit about my upbringing — and | came from a home.

Both of my parents were alcoholics. Both of my parents died early because they abused their bodies so much. And | got
saved at 12 years old and nothing changed. Nothing changed. And at first | was frustrated about it, for years, but nothing
changed in my house. In fact, not only did it not change, it got worse. | got saved and things got crazier and crazier and
crazier. And I'm not talking about little crazy, talking about crazy stuff that | get uncomfortable talking to y’all about.
Y’all look at me like, “Good night almighty.” But I'm telling you, it’s that level.

Good night almighty level. That's the level it was at. And it got worse and worse and worse and worse. And if you look at
the first 10 years of serving the Lord, it looks like this God that he’s serving doesn’t come through at all. Well, that’s not
the truth. Because if you back up and you look at the 30-year version, you'll see that God’s done a great work in my life
— not only through me or in me, but for me. There’s some stuff that me and Ashleigh are walking in that none of our

family could have ever imagined walking in. | remember Ashleigh walked into a room one time.
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They kind of laid off of it now, but they used to ride her a little hard because she doesn’t have a college degree. They
probably ride her a little hard because she almost got one. Amen. She was real close. But they were riding her one time
about it, and I'm thinking, my God, y’all need to lay off of her. She makes more money than all of y’all. She’s making
more money than anybody in the room. And they’re yaying about having a college degree. And everybody’s got to get
it because grandma gives a thousand dollars when you get a college degree.

I'm thinking, man, that'd get $30,000 worth of debt under your belt. But my life wasn't getting any better. My life wasn’t
improving. My life wasn’t going anywhere. And the Lord taught me at an early age — the Lord taught me that | can be in
a situation, | can be going through a situation, a bad situation, and | can be going through it, but because I'm full of the
Holy Ghost and power, that situation doesn’t have to go through me. See, you look at 30 years and you go, man, there’s

been some powerful stuff that’s happened. We've had breakthrough and gone to next-level living in our life.

And God’s done a great work, and he’s used us, and we've been places, and that’s fine. But in the 10 years that nothing
was changing, it felt like nothing’s changing, and there’s moments of frustration. But it turns out that even though | was
init, it wasn’tin me. It wasn't getting me. It wasn’t taking a hold of me. And sometimes you don’t realize that until you
learn that he’s a refuge. He’s a refuge. Refuge doesn’t mean things change. Refuge means you are under attack. You are
going through it. But if you get into the presence of the Lord, he'll protect you.

He'll keep you safe. He'll keep you. He'll make sure that whatever happens to you doesn’t happen in you. Amen. He’s a
refuge. We don’t talk about this enough in the church. We don’t talk about this because we like the change and the
breakthrough, and we show everybody who got a $100,000 check showed up in the mail, and we give the testimonies
about people whose lives have been completely turned around. There is a moment in your life where God is working
and it seems like he isn’t. That’s because he is a refuge. He’s a very present help in a time of need. The name of the

Lord’s a strong tower that the righteous run into and they’re safe.

They're not delivered. They're just safe. You're still going through it. You're still under attack. But you are — that’s the
word of the Lord this morning — you are safe. Hallelujah. Number two: while God is a refuge and there’s seasons of your
life where you go through that, he’s not just a refuge. He's also a deliverer. He's a deliverer. God is able, capable, willing,
and faithful to bring you out of whatever you're in. Psalm 144, verse 2 says, “He is my steadfast love and my fortress, my

stronghold and my deliverer.” And my deliverer.

PSALM 144:2 ESV

2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield and he in whom | take refuge,

who subdues peoples under me.

In Acts chapter 12 — I'm going to invite you to turn over there and I'm going to read a little bit of Bible to you here.

Actually, ’'m not going to read it. I'm just going to tell you what it says. Acts chapter 12: Peter has been throwninto a
prison. The apostle James has just been killed. So he’s got good reason to not have any faith right now at all. But he’s in
prison, and there are people who are praying for him, and an angel shows up and brings him out of the prison. He
actually — this is so supernatural — he thinks it’s a dream. He doesn’t even realize it’s happening in real life, but God
brings him out. He sends an angel.
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ACTS 12:1-11 ESV

" About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. Z He killed James the
brother of John with the sword, = and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This
was during the days of Unleavened Bread. # And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over
to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. ® So Peter was
kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. © Now when Herod was about to bring
him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before
the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the
cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. & And the
angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak
around you and follow me.” © And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the
angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. ' When they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along
one street, and immediately the angel left him. ™ When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now | am sure that the Lord
has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

We're talking about deliverance. And we in the church right now —and | probably got stronger opinions than what |

want to share right now — but we talk a lot about deliverance ministry.

And I'm going to tell you right now, God is a deliverer, but | don’t know how much of that happens with you sitting in a
chair and people crying in the room. And | think that stuff might be good and cool, but | kind of like to look around and
say, “Hey, look what the Lord has done. And if he did it for them, he can do it for me.” | don’t want to sit in a room and
get okay in a room. | want to see God do it in my situation. That’s why | keep talking to y’all about a real power, an

authentic power, something where God will really move and do it. Not this mess-around stuff that we do.

And God is a deliverer. He is a deliverer. He is able and capable and willing and faithful to bring you out of whatever
you're going through. And there was a season that | had to live in that mess. There was a season where | didn’t know
what | was coming home to. There was a season where | didn’t know if my mother was going to run off that night and |
may have to call my father from the fire. There were seasons where | didn’t know if my dad was going to be in a mood
where someone was going to get hurt that night. | had to live through that. | had to go through that for a while.

But there was a moment where the Lord said, “Now I'm going to bring you out.” Now I'm going to bring you out.
Because he’s a deliverer. You won't be there forever. You won't be in it forever. Now there’s a tension you have to hold.
Onone hand, he is a refuge. He’s a refuge. So you get in there and you get safe. You get in the Lord and you get safe.
But you hold the faith and you keep calling on the Lord and you believe for your breakthrough. There is a thing going
on in the church right now — I don’t know what it is, but we've gotten to this place where we just accept everything.

And we just think, “Okay, this is just — | guess it’s just the way it is.” And | watch people walk through some of the most
horrific stuff and treat it like it’s a gift. And you can get something good out of everything. But | believe in a God who is
a deliverer. He is a healer. He will bring you out of whatever you're going through. You don’t have to stay there forever.
You don’t have to be broke forever. You don’t have to be in danger forever. You don’t have to be abused forever. You
don’t have to be sick forever. There is a moment of breakthrough where God will bring you out and deliver you.
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And you might as well just say, “God, | receive it today.” Amen. Hallelujah. Number four — or number three. Number
three is the final one. He’s the King over all kings. He's the King over all kings. He’s a refuge. He's a deliverer. He’s the
King over all kings. Ephesians chapter 1says something really interesting. It says in verse 22 that “he put all things under
his feet” — that’s Jesus, put all things under his feet — “and gave him as head over all things to the church.” Now, we

read this and it gets interpreted as that Jesus is the head of the church, which is true.

EPHESIANS 1:22 ESV

22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,

But that is not what Ephesians chapter 1, verse 22 says. He is the head over all things, and he’s been given to the church.
In your life, you will find that as part of doing whatever you can do — whatever you can do, because I'm talking, again,
I'm talking about what to do when you've done everything you can do and nothing is changing. Okay? That’s what we're
talking about. There is a moment where you will start to exhaust certain resources, and the resource is called appeal.
You will appeal. This is where the Karens go: “I want to talk to your manager.

| want to — I need to appeal. And can you put your supervisor on the phone?” I’'m going to write my congressman. I'm
going to visit my senator. I'm not going to just talk to my supervisor. I'm going to go to the vice president of the
company. I’'m going to send an email. I'm going to talk to somebody. In our house, if dad says no, let me talk to mom —
the highest level of appeal in our home. But I'm talking about there’s resources that you'll appeal. And maybe your
appeal isn't something official. Maybe your appeal is, let me send out my resume. Or your appeal is, let me see if we

can get refinanced.

Let me get a second opinion. Different levels of appeal, appeal. But the longer you go through life, the more you realize
how not in charge you are. Nothing will make you realize that like bringing contractors in to paint 60,000 — or 6,000 —
square foot of your ceiling black. | had no control the whole time. | was out of control. The guys were going to do what
they were going to do. You will go through your life and you'll find there’s no appeal. When I was living at home and my
parents weren't — | didn’t have any appeal. | was 13 years old. | got a mom and a dad.

| got no appeal. | can’'t go anywhere. Sometimes your appeals even fail you. You may appeal to a grandparent.
Grandparent don't intervene. It’s crazy to me what people — how people will fail you in these situations. It’s crazy to me
the amount of grandparents that have let parents continue to abuse their grandkids because they’re their kids. And if
that’s you, what is your problem? You crazy hillbilly. You need to shake that nonsense off. You need to let the kingdom
of God get in you and change something in you. Sorry, | don’t know who that was for. That may have been for the
camera. Amen.

Our life is a — when we can’t solve things, it becomes a series of appeals. Attorneys are appeals. Just appeal after
appeal after appeal. And there comes a point where you realize that nothing is changing. When you talk to the
supervisor and the assistant manager and the manager and the regional manager and the vice president and the
president and the CEO and the CEO’s mama, and nothing’s changing. When you've talked to your primary care and the
specialist and the heart person, and you've gone to try to get some kind of free medical care, and you've gone up and

up, and “I'm not getting any better.”

That’s why, when the lady with the issue of blood came to Jesus, the Bible says that she had suffered at the hands of
many physicians and she gave away all her wealth.
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MARK 5:25-26 ESV

25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, “© and who had suffered much
under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse.

All that is to say, if that was you, that would just mean you’d spend all your money on doctors and nobody’s figuring it
out. They just keep playing with your body trying to figure out what’s going on. And that’s appeal, appeal, appeal. But
the Bible says that he has given him as head over all things to the church. He’s not just the head of the church. Jesusis a

resource for the believer.

Jesus works on our behalf. He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

REVELATION 5:5 ESV

S And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has

conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

He will go to battle for you. When they stoned Stephen, he stood up out of his seat next to the throne of God and he
looked down, and | think he was ready for action. | don’t know who was behind him telling him to sit down, but Jesus
was ready to go ahead and make things happen. We almost didn’t have a rapture in the future, but Jesus almost came

backin Acts chapter 8 and just got things taken care of.

ACTS 7:55-56 ESV

S5 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. ®© And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

I'm telling you, he’s ready to fight on your behalf, and every authority on the planet answers to him.

Every authority, whether it be in business, government. Listen, we've been going through this government shutdown
thing. Man, this is like having a faulty light switch in the house. We're on, we're off, we're on, we're off. And if you work for
the government, you probably feel this back and forth. | just heard the other day that people that work for TSA are
selling plasma to survive right now, because they’re back and they're forth and they’re back and they’re forth and
they’re back and they're forth. And you've got congressmen who are going on Mediterranean cruises right now, while
you've got people who are down on the ground who make the country actually operate, who cannot even pay their
light bill right now.

And you want to know that appeal is broken. It’s a broken system. But we have a resource, and the resource is this: that
the heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord.

PROVERBS 21:1 ESV

"The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lorp; he turns it wherever he will.

He is the highest authority. He is the highest level of appeal. So when these people were crying out “Hosanna,” they

weren't just saying, “God save me.” They were saying, “I’'m going to your boss’s boss’s boss’s boss. I'm going to the
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highest level of appeal. 'm going to call on the one who can actually change the situation.” And here’s the problem: we

like to do all of our warfare right here.

We like to do everything right here. Every issue that we have in life — you’ve got an issue with your adult kids, you getin
there and you try to deal with it right here in the middle. If you got an issue in your body, you go to every specialist you

can, you try to deal with it right here. If you got problems at work, you just go try to deal with it right here in the middle.
We got problems in the government, let’s go deal with —we don’'t even deal with it right here. We deal with it down

here. Let’s argue about it on Facebook, where real life change is happening in the government, by the way.

And we fight here, but we do not war against flesh and blood, but against rulers and principalities.

EPHESIANS 6:12 ESV

"2 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

And we have a God who is living, active, alive. He’s risen from the dead. He’s the King of Kings. He’s coming again. But in
the meantime, he’s answering the prayers of his people who look to him and say, “Hosanna in the highest.” God, | feel
like preaching today. He'll work for you. He'll make a difference. He'll be the one who says yes. When you getanoand a
noand a no and a no and a no and a no, he'll say yes. And when he says yes, it thunders through the heaven.

It rolls through the earth. And all of a sudden anything happening in the world has turned in your favor. God will do it.
Give him praise.
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Preaching Notes

Before You Preach

This is a Palm Sunday message, one week before Easter. It answers one question: what do you do when you have
done everything you can do and nothing has changed? Set the boundary early and with a smile. This message is
not for the person who has done nothing and complains that nothing is changing. It is for the person who has
cooperated, given, waited and prayed and still sees no change.

The first half teaches. It explains what the word Hosanna means and why the crowd on Palm Sunday was crying it
out. The second half preaches what God does, not what we do. Pastor Jason said so plainly: he usually puts tools
in people’s hands, and this week he wanted to preach about what God does. Keep that turn. There is no
homework in this message. There are three things God is.

The refuge point rests on a personal testimony: a childhood home where both parents were alcoholics, salvation
at 12, and ten years in which nothing at home changed. Another preacher should tell his or her own story here, or

tell this one as anillustration, and keep it honest without dwelling on details.

The appeal section used a current news story (a government shutdown and its effect on federal workers). Use
whatever is current where you are; the point is that human systems of appeal break down.

Introduction
What do you do when you have done everything you can do and nothing has changed?

Malke the distinction up front. This is not a message on what to do when you have done nothing that was in your
power to do and you gripe that nothing has changed. If you have money problems and will not go get a job, the
answer you need is not a prayer; it is a job. If you want a better marriage, stop creating a hostile environment at

home. This message is for the person who has participated in the process and still sees nothing change.

The message is called “Hosanna in the Highest.”
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MATTHEW 21:1-11 ESV

"Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, © saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied,
and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 2 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord
needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” * This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet,
saying, © “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.” © The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. © Most of the crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. ® And the
crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” '® And when he entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” "' And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from

Nazareth of Galilee.”

Pause at verse 3. The disciples were told to say, “The Lord needs them.” Older translations say, “The Lord hath
need of them.” Easter is next Sunday, and the Lord has need of you. If you are not serving, test drive a team next
week. Even if you never join a team, you can turn to six people near you and say, “Good morning, it's good to see

”

you.

The branches the crowd cut and spread on the road were palm branches. That is why we call it Palm Sunday.

What Hosanna Means

Hosanna is a word we toss around without being sure what to do with it. Some will tell you it is just another name

for Jesus. Itis not.

Hosanna is a cry that means “God, save us.” It comes from the Hebrew of Psalm 118, a psalm the pilgrims sang on
their way up to the feasts: “Save us, we pray, O LORD!” (Psalm 118:25). It is a plea for God’s mercy. When the crowd
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the

highest!” (Matthew 21:9), they were saying, “God, save us. God, do something in our situation.”

A People Under Pressure

It helps to know what was going on when they cried it out.

e Occupation. The Jews had lived under Roman rule for nearly a hundred years. In their own land they had
become second-class citizens. In their own circles they were somebody; in the wider world they were nobody.
Some of us know that feeling.

e Economic pressure. They were taxed by Rome, and they also paid the temple tax the law of Moses required.
That tax had to be paid in an approved coin, so worshipers exchanged their money at the temple, and the
money changers charged for the exchange. When Jesus overturned the money changers’ tables (Matthew
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21:12-13), this was not someone selling bracelets in the church foyer. It was a system that took advantage of
people who were doing their best to give to the Lord. However spiritual you are, when it keeps hitting your
wallet, you feel it. Think of how Alabama feels about its power bill, then imagine that happening in the church
foyer.

¢ A cruel governor. Pontius Pilate governed Judea for about ten years, and he made their lives miserable.
Scripture remembers Galileans “whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices” (Luke 13:1).

¢ Betrayed by their religious leaders. The leaders who let the money changers in had made their peace with
Rome so they could keep their position. The people felt betrayed by their own preachers.

¢ Repeated disappointment. Jesus is the Messiah. But He was not the first man the Jews hoped might be.
Others had risen up and fallen, and the Book of Acts remembers two of them (Acts 5:36-37). They had
thought they were on the verge of breakthrough, and it did not happen. The good news is that when you keep
looking for God to move, you find His handiwork: they got Jesus.

So when Jesus says, “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:30), hear it against everything they
were already carrying.

Now they come to Passover. Jerusalem is crowded with pilgrims who have come to celebrate the night God
delivered His people from Egypt and brought them through the Red Sea (Exodus 14:21-31). Thousands of people
are celebrating freedom from a tyrant and a system of oppression, in a city ruled by a tyrant and full of
oppression. Jerusalem is a powder keg.

If you ever wondered how the crowd went from “Hosanna” to “Crucify him” in one week, it is because when
tensions get hot, people make bad decisions.

Notice too that some did not even know who He was. When the city asked, “Who is this?” the crowd answered,
“This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee” (Matthew 21:10-11). They were crying out, “God, save us,”
because they were in a situation beyond their control.

Hosanna in the Highest

Have you ever been there? You have done everything you can do. You went with the process. You cooperated.
You were kind. You gave and gave and gave, and nothing changed.

Thatis when you look to heaven and you do not just say “Hosanna.” This is not “thank You for the day, and put a
hedge of protection around us.” This is “God, | need You to show up in a way that transforms my life. | need You to
do something | have never seen You do before.” It is when you do not just cry out, “God, save me,” but “God, save
me in the highest fashion.”

So today we are not talking about what you go do. We are talking about what God does. Here are three ways the

Lord saves us.
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1. He Is a Refuge

PSALM 46:1 ESV

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. " God is our refuge and strength, a
very present help in trouble.

He is our refuge. He is our strength. He is a very present help.

“The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10). Churches
used to sing that verse as a song. We sang Scripture, and people memorized verses without knowing they were
verses.

Learn the names of the Lord, because sometimes you have to run in through a different door of the strong tower.
Sometimes you run through the door of the Healer. Sometimes you run through the door of Jehovah Jireh, “The
LORD will provide” (Genesis 22:14). Sometimes you run through the door of Jehovah Nissi, “The LORD Is My
Banner” (Exodus 17:15).

There is always a gap. There will be seasons when you serve the Lord, call on Him to change things, and see no
obvious change. At the bare minimum there is the time between calling on the Lord and seeing the answer. When
Jesus told the royal official, “Go; your son will live” (John 4:50), the boy was healed that very hour, but the father
still had to walk home before he knew. You are still living in the “l don’t know” of the situation.

And there are times you call and call and nothing changes. We do not talk about this enough in the Pentecostal
church. We talk about “now” and “it’s your season,” and there is something right about a now faith. We do not
serve a “whatever will be, will be” God. We serve the God of the breakthrough. When David defeated the
Philistines, he said, “The LORD has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood,” and named the
place Baal-perazim, which means lord of breaking through (2 Samuel 5:20).

Nevertheless, there will be seasons you walk through without knowing what is happening. Romans 8:28 says, “for
those who love God all things work together for good.” It does not say everything that happens is good. Some of
you are agonizing over your adult children or your teenagers because God is not just changing it. Sometimes your
children need to go through something so they have a testimony, so they know the difference between how it
could be and how it s.

lllustration: Pastor Jason’s daughter came home from a trip to New York and told her parents twice that she was
grateful for them, because she had been around other parents. Until then, she had no contrast. Sometimes our
kids need to see that it is not all sunshine and rainbows.

lllustration: nothing changed. Pastor Jason grew up in a home where both parents were alcoholics; both died
early because of it. He was saved at 12 years old, and nothing changed at home. It got worse. Look at the first ten
years of his walk with God and it looks like God never came through. Look at the thirty-year version and you see a
great work God has done, not only through him and in him, but for him.
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In those years the Lord taught him this: “I can be going through a situation, a bad situation, and | can be going
through it, but because I'm full of the Holy Ghost and power, that situation doesn’t have to go through me.” Even
though he was in it, it was not in him.

Refuge does not mean things change. Refuge means you are under attack and you are going through it, but if
you get into the presence of the Lord, He will protect you. He will keep you safe. He will make sure that whatever

happens to you does not happen in you.

We like breakthrough testimonies, the check in the mail and the life turned around. But there are moments when
God is working and it seems like He is not. That is because He is a refuge. The righteous run into the strong tower
and they are safe. Not delivered yet. Safe. You are still going through it. You are still under attack. But you are safe.

2. He s a Deliverer

God is not only a refuge. He is also a deliverer. God is able, capable, willing and faithful to bring you out of

whatever you are in.

PSALM 144:2 ESV

2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield and he in whom | take

refuge, who subdues peoples under me.

Tell the story of Acts 12 rather than reading it. James has just been killed, and Peter is in prison. He has every
reason to have no faith left. But the church is praying, and an angel comes and leads him out. It is so supernatural

that Peter “thought he was seeing a vision” (Acts 12:9). That is deliverance.

Much of what gets called deliverance ministry today happens with people crying in a room and leaving the same.
God is a deliverer, and we want to look around and say, “Look what the Lord has done. If He did it for them, He can

do it for me.” We want real power, authentic power, where God really moves.

lllustration: There was a season Pastor Jason had to live in it: not knowing what he was coming home to, not
knowing whether someone would get hurt that night. Then came the moment the Lord said, “Now | am going to
bring you out.”

Hold the tension. On one hand, He is a refuge, so get into the Lord and be safe. On the other, keep your faith,
keep calling on the Lord, and believe for your breakthrough. Too many in the church have learned to accept
everything as “just the way it is” and to treat horrific things as a gift. You can get something good out of anything,
but you do not have to stay there. You do not have to be broke forever, in danger forever, abused forever or sick
forever. There is a moment of breakthrough when God will bring you out.

Say it: “God, | receive it today.”
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3. He Is the King Over All Kings

He is a refuge. He is a deliverer. And He is the King over all kings.

EPHESIANS 1:22 ESV

22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,

We usually read this as “Jesus is the head of the church,” and He is. But the verse says more: He is head over all
things, and He has been given to the church. Jesus is a resource for the believer.

Life becomes a series of appeals. When you cannot solve something, you appeal. “Can | speak to your
manager?” You write your congressman. You go over your supervisor to the vice president. In a lot of homes, if
Dad says no, you go ask Mom. Your appeal might be sending out your resume, trying to refinance, or getting a
second opinion.

The longer you live, the more you realize how little you are in charge. (Pastor Jason’s example: hiring contractors
to paint 6,000 square feet of ceiling black and having no control the whole time.)

Sometimes there is no appeal. A 13-year-old in a broken home has nowhere to go. Sometimes the appeals fail
you: a grandparent who could step in and does not. If that is you, let the kingdom of God get into you and change
something.

Appeal after appeal after appeal, and nothing changes. You talk to the supervisor, the manager, the regional
manager, the vice president and the CEQO, and nothing changes. You see your primary care doctor and the
specialist and the next specialist, and you are not getting better. The woman with the issue of blood “had suffered
much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no better but rather grew worse” (Mark
5:26). Appeal, appeal, appeal.

But He has been given as head over all things to the church. Jesus works on our behalf. He is “the Lion of the tribe
of Judah” (Revelation 5:5), and He will go to battle for you. When Stephen was stoned, he saw “Jesus standing at
the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). Pastor Jason reads it this way: Jesus stood up, ready for action. He is ready to
fight on your behalf, and every authority on the planet answers to Him.

Human appeal is broken. Business, government and every human system of appeal will fail somebody. Use a
current example here.

The Highest Level of Appeal

We have a resource: “The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will”
(Proverbs 21:1). He is the highest authority. He is the highest level of appeal.

So when the crowd cried “Hosanna in the highest,” they were not only saying, “God, save me.” They were saying,
“I'm going to your boss’s boss’s boss’s boss. I'm going to the highest level of appeal. I'm going to call on the One

who can actually change the situation.”
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Here is our problem: we do all our warfare on the ground level. A problem with your adult kids, a problem in your
body, a problem at work: we try to fight it in the middle, and some of us fight it even lower, arguing on Facebook.
But “we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities” (Ephesians 6:12).

Conclusion

We have a God who is living, active and alive. He is risen from the dead. He is the King of kings. He is coming
again. And in the meantime, He is answering the prayers of His people who look to Him and say, “Hosanna in the
highest.”

e Heis arefuge: you are safe in Him even while it is happening.
e Heisadeliverer: He is able and willing to bring you out.

e Heis the King over all kings: the highest level of appeal.

He will work for you. When you get a no and a no and a no and a no, He will say yes. And when He says yes, it
thunders through heaven and rolls through the earth, and everything in your world turns in your favor.

Close in praise.
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Scripture List

Every passage read, cited or alluded to in the message, in the order it comes up.

Read

Read aloud in the message.

MATTHEW 21:1-11

Cited

"Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, © saying to them, “Go into the village in front of
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and
bring them to me. 2 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs
them,’ and he will send them at once.” * This took place to fulfill what was spoken by
the prophet, saying, © “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”

S The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the donkey
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. ® Most of the crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. © And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” '© And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” ™ And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus,
from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Named or quoted along the way.

MATTHEW 11:30

PSALM 46:1

PROVERBS 18:10

ROMANS 8:28

SCRIPTURE LIST

3° For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. " God is our
refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

'© The name of the Lorb is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose.
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PSALM 144:2

ACTS 12:1-11

EPHESIANS 1:22

MARK 5:25-26

ACTS 7:55-56

PROVERBS 21:1

SCRIPTURE LIST

2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, my shield

and he in whom | take refuge, who subdues peoples under me.

T About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the
church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword, © and when he saw that
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days of
Unleavened Bread. * And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering
him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring
him out to the people. ® So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was
made to God by the church. © Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that
very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and
sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord
stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke
him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands.  And the angel said to
him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” © And he went out and followed him.

He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was
seeing a vision. '™© When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to
the iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went
out and went along one street, and immediately the angel left him. " When Peter
came to himself, he said, “Now | am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued
me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.”

22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the

church,

25 And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, “© and
who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and

was no better but rather grew worse.

=° But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ®© And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

"The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lorp; he turns it wherever he

will.
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EPHESIANS 6:12

Alluded to

"2 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

Drawn on without naming the reference.

MATTHEW 21:12-
13

EXODUS 14:21-31

GENESIS 22:14

EXODUS 17:15

SCRIPTURE LIST

2 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple,
and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold
pigeons. ' He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,
but you make it a den of robbers.”

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lorp drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were
divided. #* And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the
waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 22 The Egyptians
pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his
chariots, and his horsemen. #* And in the morning watch the Lorb in the pillar of fire
and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into
a panic, 2° clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the Lorp fights for them against the
Egyptians.” #© Then the Lorp said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that
the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their
horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the
Lorp threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 2® The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed
them into the sea, not one of them remained. ° But the people of Israel walked on
dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and
on their left. 2© Thus the Lorp saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. ' Israel saw the great power that
the Lorp used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the Lorp, and they
believed in the Lorp and in his servant Moses.

*So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lorp will provide”; as it is said to
this day, “On the mount of the Loro it shall be provided.”

S And Moses built an altar and called the name of it, The Lorp Is My Banner,
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JOHN 4:46-53

2 SAMUEL 5:20

REVELATION 5:5

SCRIPTURE LIST

46 S0 he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at
Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. *” When this man heard that
Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down
and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. #© So Jesus said to him, “Unless you
see signs and wonders you will not believe.” *° The official said to him, “Sir, come
down before my child dies.” =° Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man
believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. ' As he was going
down, his servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 2 So he asked
them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the
seventh hour the fever left him.” =2 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus
had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household.

2© And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said,
“The Lorp has broken through my enemies before me like a breaking flood.”
Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.

° And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven
seals.”
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